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THE FRENCH CRISIS.

France's political upheavals are always
surprising, aud the ope which overturned
the Floguct ministry yesterdav was true to
the rule of being exactly the reverse of what
wonld be expected in other nations.

The great policy of Boulanger's party has
been the revision of the constitution. Yet,
in the vote yestenday, it was the ministry
which proposed to push on the bill for re-
vision and the opposition which called for
postponement and won.

Add to this the phenomenon of a min-
jutry overthrown on an spparently trivial
question of consideration, and the results of
French politics seem st this distance to be
paradaxieal. OF course, however, the vote
wus full of significance to the French con-
testants, and was vital in showing that the
ministry had lost 1ts majority.

What will come  next no man can tell,
bevond the indication that France is ap-
parently bent on demonstrating the truth
of its pationul proverb that it is the un.
expected which happens.”

THE PRODUCERS' TEUE POLICY.

A rather interesiing item appeared yes-
terday alternoon, in the shape of a reported
plan to organize the producers of ernde pe-
troleum into n eorporation, the shares of
which are to be paid for by the producers
out of m certsin  percentage of their
production. This property the corporation
is eapected to copvert, as opportunity occurs
into pipe lines, tanks and other meansto
wuke them independent of the Standard.

This is virtually the plin of action which
Tue israrci bas long urped upon the

for the appointment by the Governorof a
commission of three practical funeral direc-
tors, before whom all undertakers must pass
snd secure & license belore embarking in
the business.

The only reason publicly assigned for this
action isthat many undertakers unskillfuliy
handle bodies infected with contagious dis-
eases. This, indeed, is a sufficient threat
against the public heslth to esll iorsome
reform. But it is hinted that other forces
are behind the bill. There has been a
tendency in Ohio, we are told, to regard un-
dertaking as a last resort. A statesman for
instance who has failed of his ambition and
to whom the trough ot official pap is no
longer accessible, has been known to seck
reliefl in burying his fellow men. The
burial of his hopes, sug-
gests the appropriateness of this de-
pariure, The poet, whose sweet songs
never get beyond the wasle basket
of the unvatoral editor, the tailor who
trusis not wisely but too much, the doctor
who kills more often than he cures, and, in
short, all sorts and conditions of men who
have never felt success' smile, are said, in
Ohio, to turn with shocking eageroess to
assisting mortal clay to its last resting
place. Consequently the profession of un-
dertaking is embarrassed by the abundance
of its practitioners, and the direction of
Ohio’'s funerals has become a prey to ex-
cessive competition. The proposed law will
doubtless prove a timely remedy; Obio's
undertakers will once again be happy sod
select; and the vested right of charging a
dollar for each pair of ten-cent gloves worn
by bearers will move along undisturbed by
infringements of rash competitors,

THE WEAK SPOT.

The formAtion of the Sewer Pipe Trust,
which is to control the manufacture of
those useful articles for drainage purposes,
is announead, witn the familiar feature of &
central corperation which is to distribute
the orders and fix the prices.

This is the fashionable method of remedy-
ing the recent prevalence of prices too low
to suit the manufacturers. DBut our friends
the msnwfacturers should consider what
means they have of making the remedy &
permanent one. If we are not mistaken
there was a sewer pipe pool some years ago,
which held up prices just long enough to at-
tract new concerns into the business, and
smash prices worse than before,

11 the new combination has any method of
keeping new concerns out of the trade, it
may sustain prices above the maturallevel
fixed by competition. But in default of any
such lever every advance in prices above
the level at which the present concerns have
done a living business for some years, will
be a direct premium to the building of new
fac ories, with the result of eut prices gnd
farther subdivision of the business so long
as the combination effort shall Jast.

Our trusting friends should take care lest
in casting out what seems to them to be the
devil " of competition, some other devils
worse than the first do not enter in and
abide with them.

THE GRADE CROSSIKGE BILL.
The rathier warm discussion in the House
of Representatives yesterday, on the grade
crossings bill, was largely a conflict of

producers, with the exception that we have
advoouted a groater seope in moking the or-
panizstion eneourage the establisl t of
independent refineries, It is plain that if a
competing pipe and tank system were es-
tublished, 0 long as the Standard retained

its position as the controlling purehaser of
erade petrolenm, it could freese out the in-

dependent element by the levernge of that
power.  Bur i simultancously with the ex-
tension of competing pipe lines, competing

rofineries are stimulatsd—not only by the
envourprement of the existing oncs, but by
efforts 1o establish nmew ones—the interest
esn be placed on a basis of independence
which will, in time, enuble it in the lan-
gunre of the report, W “give the Standard
the go-bv. "

When the Standard had eontrol of the
lever of railway discrimination it was able
10 chicke of competing pipe Iines and refin-
eries. Now it relies upon its contral of the
pipe lines and its power as the chiefl pur-
chaser of erude to maintain its supremacy.
With epposition 1o it in both branches of
the industry, the petroleum business ought
to seoure its freedom, This was, as we un-
derstaml, the original purpose of the Pro-
dueers” Protective Association; and if a new
organization is started it will have to guard
against the duager which perverted the
former movement—just as & similar evil
girangled the South Penn—namely, the
presence among them of agents of the
monapoly and their sehemes to delude the
judependent iuterest into playing the great
corporation’s game.

How much foundation there is for the re-
port we do not know; but we should be glad
to see the petrolenm producers embarking in
o fair stand-np fight to secure their indepen-
dence. 1t would be o hard fGight ungues-
tionaubly; hut on the lines indicated it would
be s winuing one in the end.

A WHOPPER, SURELY.

Notwithstanding the reeent enlighten-
meot which the British pablic has had
from Prol. Bryee, Max 'Rell and other
observing visitors upon the institutions and
tendencies in the United States, there is
still, evidently, a larpe capacity on the part
ot Cousin John te believe wonderful stories
about our polities. The most remarkableofl
lute varns gotten up for his benefit is a tale
that “wealthy Hepublicnns™ propose raising
£500,000,000 wo bribe the Canadians into an-
vexation, How aayone eouvld be foolish
enatigh 1o swillow this it i= dificult to con-
cvive: but British oredulity - must be egnal

to the tnsk, or respounsible papers ai Mon-
tresl would not give curvency to the report
in a long cablegram from London,

It Lins been the fashion, and to some ex-
temt is yet, with a certain class of English
writers and speakers o make much eapital
ahout bribery on this side; yet it is seriously
to be doubted if there is more,or as much, of
that in our national polities as is practiced
even under the bonsted British system. No
doubt “influence,” occasionally pernicious,
has & good deal 100 much to de in owr
legislation, and as a matier of course also in
civil service sppointmonts, but money con-
siderations are a different thing, in kind at
least, if mot in character,

But if Cousin John were so simple as to
suppose  for & moment that $300,000,000 of
bribery in asingle transsetion could be
undertaken by “wealthy Republieans™ of
the United States, the slightest refiection
might suffice to convinee him that Yaukes
business shrewdness would forbid the pay-
ing of uny such sum for the Canada whistle.

A GEAVE UKDERTAKING.

In this neighburboud, as far as our obsers
vilion extends, the undertakers are respon-
sible men, skilled in their important and
neetssary, but not very agreeable, business,
und we huve pever beard that they or the
public huve deemed it essential that an ex-
smination on techuieal matters should make
it less eary Jor & man to become a funeral
director.  In Ohio, however, it appears that
o dillerent condition of affairs exists. The
Sune Association of Umndertakers has esst
jute the Olido Legishature a bill to provide

™

special interests. The opposition came
mainly from the the Allegheny City mem-

| bers, obviously from a fear that their city
might get into the second class before its

grade-crossing problem is settled. Yet at
present the bill does not apply to Allegheny;
while Pittsburg, at lenst, retains its usual
attitude of sublime indifference to the whole
subject of grade erossings.

On the face of it, the provision of the
bill, dividing the cost of changing streets
now crossing railronds at grade, seems to
be as equitable a compromise as is practica-
bie. There mny be some ground in the
criticism of a Philadelphia member that
the provision with regard to new streets puts

| a check on the opening of streets in ecity

suburbs. But if we are to get rid of the
danger of grade crossings, it is clear that
new streets should be kept clear of them.
It is the worst possible ecosomy fo let a new
street cross a railroad at grade and wait un-
til both traffic and damages are heavy, be-
fore remedying the evil.

The worst fault of the bill that can be dis-
corned by the newspaper summaries is that
iv is practically epecial legislation for
Pittsburg and Philadelphia. Tf the prinei-
ples on which grade crossings shall be abol-
ished can be enacted into law, there isno
reason why their operation should be con-
fined to these two cities. The law should
be based on such broad and general justice
that 1t can apply to every municipality in
the State where there is any need for it
Nor is the need for it any greater now in
the two large cities than in the dozen smaller
ones. We doubt if either Philadelphia or
Pittsburg have more dangerous grade cross.
inge thun those on the main streets of Alle-
gheny and Harrisburg,

It is hard]ly the right remedy for a danger
of such widespread character, to put the two
bigger cities in safety and to let the slaugh-
ter go on in the rural districts,

GAMBLING WITH FOOD.

Wheat is again turned into a gambling
product, the manipulators at Chieage
having squeezed the market up to abont
$1 10, There is not any change in the sta-
tistical position of wheat and the advance
is purely the result of manipulation.

1t no one but the gamblers in wheat were
easught by this class of brace game, the pub-
lic would not care wvery much. Bat the
legitimate work of bringing wheat from the
producers to the consnmers is blocked by
every such squeeze, and the greatest damage
is inflicted on both producers and con-
sumers. :

A speclmen of the way in which this
gambling is made the excuse of extortion is
shown by the promptoess with which West-
ern millers advanced the price of flour the
duy of the advance in wheat. When wheat
went down from the $1 10 level last fall the
millers did not reduce flour; but when it
goes up, the price of bread to the workmen
ot the country is put up with it.

The New York Sua's remark that “if
wheat has ceased to be a food and become a
gambler's plaything the people can ent
corn’’ is pertinent. But it should be added
that when wheat ccnses to be food for the
people it ought to become food for some very
earnest and fruitful thinking.

LEGAL ECONOMY,

The ingennity of the law’s methods in
prolonging the dreary course of litigation
has long been the subject of satirists; but the
novelty of a deviee for increasing the cost
of legal proceedings just developed in
Dutchess county, New York, leaves all the
satires in the shade. Tt seents thathn estate
inventorying some §18,000 nt first, had just
got through probate at a legal cost of §3,000.
Considering that perhaps $300 worth of act-
ual work lhad been done by the nine lawyers
conneceted with the case, this was quite thod-
ernte, and the owners of the property wounld
have been Inoky if they could have taken
the remaining. $15,000 and gone about their
business, /

But the lawyers still had a card to play.

A first-class eity lawyer would never have
suffered five-sixthe of the estate to remain
intact on the first bout; but the rural adve-
eates made up for their primary neglect by
the subseqaent master-stroke of polioy.
They realized the unprofessional course of
letting $135,000 out of an $18,000 estate go to
its rightiul owners without further diminu
tion: and they summoned the extraordinary
powere of equity to their aid by serving an
injunction on the executors forbidding them
to pay exorbitant legal charges.

That settles the fute ot the estate, or a con-
giderable share of it. By the time that the
question is argued bgfore masters, argued be-
fore courts, argued on appeals, with all the
varistions of hearings to take testimony,
stenographic reportsand theremainder of the
oostly resorts of equity practice, the heirs to
that estute mayregard their $15,000 as 4 van-
ished dream, and will only be sble to wish
that they might dream again that they were
able 1o get off with ouly $3,000 legal

charges.
The legal mind has evolved a great many
striking ideas; but 1t never turned out a more

| andacious and delieats bit of satire than

throwing an estate into equity litigation on
the plea of cutting off excessive legal

charges.

THE river wall and park, as a means of
beautifying the lower part of the city, will
meet a long-felt want. It would be difficult
to nnme anything that the district adjacent
to the Point needs more than & considerable
addition to its vegative stock of beauty.

1t 18 regarded by the Providenoe Journal
as o subject for sareasm that the President-
elect can appoint Warner Miller to the de-
partwment of pumpkin-seeds and crop re-
ports. But could not our esteemed oco-
temporary find some targets for its wit in
the Deémocratic party which enacted the
bill in order that Hon. Norman J. Colman
might have a Cabinet position for two weeks
alter lobbying for it, lo, phese many yoars?

THE report which comes up from New
Orleans that Evangeline Rice and Adonis
Dixey lost $8,000 at poker in that town
sounds stunning; but before taking stock in
it the public had better inquire how much
water there is in that $8,000.

Sexaror Prume declares indignantly
that the Creek lands might have been
bought several years ago for 75 cents an
acre, if Mr. Clevelnnd had seen fit to respeot
the will of Congress, The public may not
regard itas an unpardonable fault that the
owners of the land should get something
pearer their value than that price, although
of course Senator Plumb and the land grab-
bers will rage.

THE report that the firms who have spent
s0 much money to maintain their patents on
barbed wire are themselves infringing on a
French patent of 1863, is ealculated to make
the business of patent litigation experience
another boom.

THE news that Perry Belmont is unable
to penetrate in to the circles of royalty in
Spain on account of the omission to notify the
Spanish Government of the withdrawal ofhis
predecessor, according to etiguetie, is firing
the Democratie heart. What are our boasted
liberties worth if the effete royalty of Spain
can keep a Democratic millionnire at arm's
length on such frivolous pretexts.

Tar finding in the police case has s gen-
eral resemblance to the Scotch verdiet of
““not proven;' but the assailants of the police
insinunte something about a change of
venue.

A vyouxa woman in Harrisburg is re-
ported to think that she is in Heaven. This
in taken as proof pesitive that she is out of
her senses, as she is still in Harrisburg.
But it may be worth whilk to remember that
almost any change from the normal con-
ditions in Harrisburg would be likely to
appear a transition in the direction, at least,
of Paradise.

It it comforting to know that after some
months of researches into cotemporary Irish
history, the Parnell Commission has at last
gotwithin sight of the alleged Parnell letters.

*GoverxoRrR HiLL had nothing to say re-
garding his alleged ‘snub’ at the White
House,” remnrks the Chicago Herald.
Hadn't he, indeed? Then there is a misap-
prehension, as tothat remark about Randall
as “the greatest living Democrat" being a
deadly stab by the snubbee into the snub-
ber's adipose tissue.

TrAT valued policy bill rises again in the
Legislature to plague the insurance com-
panies.

ME. GILLETTE'S determination to drama-
tize **Robert Elsmers" without the consent
of the author is not very wise. There are
plenty of other subjects on which he can
exercise his talent. Let him dramatize
“The Descent of Man.” Weare sure that
Darwin will notobject.

PROMINENT PEOPLE,

Mp RUskix persists in using candles for il
luminating purposes at night,

Tue German Emperor has started an elab-
orate daily “Court Uircular,” which he edits
himself,

Lonp BALISBURY has expressed himself as
being ready to propose a grant of £15,000 a year
for Prince Albert Victor whenever his Royal
Highness desires to marry. .

Hox, JouS DALzELL left Washington Ilast
evening for a brief business visit to New York.
Ho will return to the capital by way of Pitts-
burg, where he will be Saturday und Bunday,

M. JacqUEs, who was defeated by General
Boulanger in the Pars Parliamentary election
the other day, was once a college professor,
Failing at that, he became a sucoessful dis-
tiller. .

Tur Ewmperorof China,a boy of 17, has a
serlous hesitution in his speech, and speaks
with consideralile difficnity. He is gquiet in
disposition, but vety obstinate when ance he
lins formed an opinion.

CoroxNgr “Dax" LAMONT was an expert on
the sabject of ple before e ever Degan his now
famous serles of pastry seances at the White
House, He was steward of his ¢lub at Union
College, and an uncommonly shrewd steward,
too. A privilege enjoyed by members of the
club was that of abstaining trom any of the
delicacies of the table, receiving in exchange &
rebate from the weekly assessment. A student
from Vermont, who did not partienlarly enjoy
pastry, one day aomounced that he would
henceforth eat no ple, bat, instead, would draw
5 comt= n dny from the treasury. Lamont's
eyes twinkled when be heara the announce-
ment, but he said nothing. The next day st
dinner he had chicken ple, the next oyster ple,
the next veal pie, and so on for a fortnight.
The victim mule no complaint, but at last his
patience gave out, and he left the clud in high
dudgeon. Thoreafter when any member an-
grily withdrow ho was said to have “pied our.”

Rough on the Young Napeleons.
New York, February 14.—Justice O'Brien,

the Bupreme Court to-day, denied
::m;w:uem maae on behalf of
George H.

8, Ives and Stayner for a change o
1 b
T oo Stamiion ok Depton sbrond

A New Bank for New Orlenns. .
‘W asH1NGTON, February 14 —The Controller

THE TOPICAL TALKER,

Hew n Modern Melodrama Was Bora—The
New Terrors ot the Cable—Weather
Bad for Sleighing and Good for Ice.
men.

I7 s geldom that you run Boross & man who
stands success as well as Joseph Arthur does,
The author of “The Btill Alarm'' has already
made a reasonably large fortune out of the
play, and he certainly can’ look for many more
thousands of dollars from it before its potency
is gone, but he wears n hat of the same size he
ware when be was still knocking at the door of
fortune a few vears ago.

Just now you may see a good deal of Mr.
Arthur if you will by dropping into the Bijon
Theater any evening. A man rather above the
middle height, dressed handsomely and inva-
riably plag-hatted, with perhaps & flower in
his buttonhole, bur nevertheless an approach-
able, affable fellow, with lots of good sense and
thr.hlwqhﬁﬂmr.

-

Tux way Mr. Arthur came to write “The
Still Alarm" has often been discussed, and I
mysslf remember being told somo months ago
by a very sharp young man that this stirring
fire engine scene was not Joseph Arthur's at
all, but & theit from an older melodrama. But
on this point I now bave certain knowledge.
“The Btill Alarm” is Indigenous to Ohlo, Itis
Cincinnattian from its very inception, Twe
years ago Joseph Arthur was a guest of the
Palace Hotol in that city, and occupied a room
just over the word ‘hotel' in the big gilded
sign on the Sixth street side. He spent three
weeks thereln, most of the time closely con-
fined to it by illness. Reflection mnﬂm
homilies were his principal diet. He o
wondered what the unseen future had in store
for him, the weather being hot. The big alarm
bell on the “Gift Engine House," opposite,
boomed in his ear regaiarly four times within
the 24 hours. It summoned the men tothe
‘turnout’ and ‘hitchup' practice, Then he
would jump from his bed to watch the ani-
mated picture of trained horses dashing out of
their stalls, the antomatic dropping of the har-
ness, the men sliding down brass poles, and
then the rosh and roar of the departure,

One night, the idea struck him like a shot.
‘What a scene fora play! It falrly hypnotized
him. Itbecame his constant compsnion. He
began mnext day to write. First he made his
own drawing of the scene. Then be prepared
models and sent them to Munn & Co., of the
Sefentific American, who applied to the Patent
office for confirmation of Mr. Arthur's sole
right thereto a8 an invention. It tooka year to
do it; but the patent was granted in full, there-
by establishing a precedent, ns it is the ouly
stage scens that has ever been granted a patent
in its entirety. He nextformulated his plot,
studied out his situations, created his chiarnc-
ters and filied their mouths with dialogues.
Theso are the lines upon which—in Mr, Ar-
thur's opinion—all successigl plays are written.
He also looked well after the very essential at-
tributes “suspense’ and “surprise,” two of the
most valuable agents in dramasic construction.
But be dld not atump.t I.lne writing,

DurixG the progress of the work he often
ran across to the fire engine house toget
points {rom the boys on watch and they all
know him well and will tell you now that he
haunted the place day and night. He con-
esived “Jack Manle¥" with a view to sym-
bolize in him all the dignity, noblenass and ro-
manticlsm of the character of the modern fire-
laddie. At first he named his play “The
Plebeian and had progressed as far as Gor-
mon, the villaln of the plece, who, for obvious
reasonk, he “caused to segregate the wires.”
But before he took this license he visited the
“Gifts" again and asked them if that interest-
ing act could be performed without inter-
ruption.

“Oh, yes, many times the room is deserted,”
was the reply, But, sald Mr. Arthur, “Bappose
your wires got out of order, how could you get
an alarm? Why, then, we might get a “Still
Alnrm,” was the answer.

“What is & still alarm T Inquired the author.

“A verbal or telephone call to & fire."”

“Then," said Arthur, “‘The Still Alarm’
shall be the title to my play,” and stralghtway
went forth and copyrighted that title and
affixed it to his manuseript with the produe-
tion ot the play. -

THERE is n peonlinr fact In connection with
“The Still Alarm" that has not yet been told,
and which would seem to smash once more the
traditional 13 superstition. There are just 13
letters in the utle *The Stili Alarm," 18 lettors
in the author's name, Joseph A, Arthur, 18
people exactly in the caste, It ran 18 weoks in
New York City and just 13 weeks at the Prin-
cess’ Theater, London, and closed there on
October 13and reopened in this country No.
vember 13,

L]

PERITAPS you've noticed how few accidents
happened when first tho cable cars begnn to
run in this city, and how frequent they are be.
coming now, The reason for this is probably
to be found in the fact that poople have becime
used to seeing the cars onthe streets and do
not feel the same wholesome dreadof thom
they inspired at first. Familiarity has bred
enrelessness, if not exactly contempt, in this
case, Atthe same time, with the multiplica-
tion of cable lines, it certainly will become
neceseary for slower speed than is now the rule
with the cars at crowded crossings down town.

On several ocoasions lately I have noticed
cars on the Citizens' line arriving at the Inter.
section of Liberty and Bixth and Market strects
ata Jangerously rapid galt. Pedestrians who
cross on the lower street have to keep their
eyes open for the Allegheny horse cars, the
eahle cars, ordinary vehicle traffic and an oecen-
sional locomotive, and the spot is full of perils
even to the most mj.‘nl.

..

OXFE of the greatest aggravations in the win.
ter weather we bave heen having lately is that,
with dry and only moderately cold days and
nights, with n splendid moon and tolerably

suggest the possibility of sleighing. If buta
couple of Inches of snow would fall now there
wonld be good sleighing all over the country,
for the roads are u;wo.t!:md well frozen,

X

THE ice harvest is proceeding gaily, and suffi-
cient lce has been gathered in Allegheny coun-
ty by this tiroe to assure teo dwellers out of the
city a fair supply for the summer. In the case
of the leemen the absence of snow in formida-
ble quantity is of course a source of rejoicing.
Ho, while young men and women sigh for the
joys of sleighing—of which they have in this
neighborhood seen little for two or three win-
tars—the icemen shous aloud their praises of
King Frost.

FILLED WITH FIREARMS,

The Carendelet Bails for Hayti Wik Ald
for Hippolyte,

NEw Yonx, Febroary 14.—The steamer Car-
ondelet salled this afternoon for Bamana, It
was aupthentically stated d\:mng the da;

183 cases of ru{u. shells an mmu:!t‘igﬁ
L brought here by the Red Star steamer West-
ernland from numr? on ddnesday, had
been %Imil on board of the Carondelet in the
early hours of the mmlrﬁ.

It was announced officially to-day that Henry
Kunhardt, the Haytian Consul at Boston, has
bueen removed by President Legitime,

DEATHS OF A DAY,

s

. Rev. Michaol Stack.

SonaxTOoX, YA, Febranry I—Hev, Michael
Stack, the well-known priest, died last night at
tiye Lackawanna Hospltal, this city. His death
resnlted ohicfly from the offocts attendlug the
bursting of a pipe while taking a vapor batl'in a
medical ﬂuhluhmx}’lr ‘l’lﬁl some woeks ngo.
SBome YOATS wus
Jonn's l?at.laol‘lgot. I“lé'h. at Wlllims%‘h‘r‘erh::rwh

o hils pastorate by Bishop O'Hara, ot
the Soranton diocose, beoause of certudn olureh
dtﬂlm:ll.i:l in which he dhrﬂtﬂi the authority of
e uhnr. and which culminated fn the ecle-

Siack-0"Hara case, whicth was tried
oivil courts und afte

2

ecolosinstical and

a;pu

the case diht a thon.
Although Father Stack and the bishop were af-
terward recanclled, the Intter wonld not restore
Iim to his or nssign him s new one in tho
focese, During his {(liness be was minlstered to
hrtwopriulu om the Csthedral 1sh, under
direetlon of the bisnop, and he reocived the act
rites of the church provious to denth, Private
{?‘Nﬂfﬂ o Il:;l‘ ,w‘r-rt hel‘t:hm-d“ n‘?dn; thi direec-
oan #liu] " h.l‘a. ose author

Stack bnd so long detled. L l.‘htlmr

Hev, W, 5, Campbell.
¥pecial Telegram to The Dispateh.
BELLATIE, Pebruaey 14 —Ber, W. 8. Cum
B
W v
fionie 1n Virginia for Interment. ol

—_—

William Laebbe. -

i

clear skies, there has only been enongh snow to -

THE YORKTOWN IS ALL RIGHT.

A Thorough Test Proves Hor n Modol of
Steadiness and Speed.

PHILADELPRIA, February 14—The United
States steel gunboat Yorktown returned this
morning from her trinl craise down the Dela-
ware Bay and ont into the ceean, Commodore
Fitshugh spoke generally in high praise of the
craft. On Wednesday a run was mad® straight
away out to sea, and in coming back the York-
towh made a run of four hours with a 40-knot
breeze dead-bn nhd hehaved admirably. Cap-
tain Steel says she did not roll or piteh, and
never bhad a vesdel that was more plumb or

In n er four hours' ran ghe made an aver-
age of knots per hour, or about 20 miles,
thus proving her to be a very flect ocesn craft,
as well asa remarkably steady one. The en-
gines of the Yorktown proved to be perfect
marvels for steadiness and power. Each engine
on a regular test marked 157 revolntions a min-
ute, implying a horse far ahead of the
contract requirements, but the exact sum of
which cunnot be given for some days, or until
all the indicator cards can be computed and
differentinted. The ship was tried in every
conceivable way, in river, bay and mnht::d
was arly manenyered by Captain I,
under the command of Commeodora Fitzhugh,
as if in Battle. She answered eve
movement of the helm promptly, and m
with & most satisfactory celerity, all the time
steady and solid, so thas might be used
with the very best effect in action,

One of the marvels of these maneuvers was
the starting of the Yorktown ahead atfull
speed and backiog her at full speed. This feat
was accomplished in | inloute and 57 secondd,
an extracrdinary result under any circom-
stances, ile at sea the sails were tested,
and it was found that in this particular the
ship was as trim and complete a5 in any other.
e et vy S e

0wn T ers, are loud in their o
the Yorktown, and they believe that she will

rove the pride of the new American pavy, as
east until the mammoth cruisers. Baltimore,
Philadelphia and Newark shall come forth to
bear the Amorican flag.

Commodore Fitzhugh promptly announced
the general result to Secratary of the
o BT et 3, debl, Ot e
repor &n e, An a
gunboat Yorktown -gll be acceptad and pre-
pared at once to receive her command.

SWELL SOCIETY IN CHINADOM.

The Bellos of the Almond-Eyed Coterle of

New York Enjoying Life.
[SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISFATCH.]

NEW YoRK, February 14.—A series of feast-
ing and social gatherings of the Chinese ladies
of New York began last evening. They will
last for a week, and no man will be admitted.
Young Mrs. Yuet Bing gave a 5o'clock tea at
the Whey Yobg Lo restaurant. The entire
second story was gally decorated with red and
yellow bunting and lanterns, and a long table
was heaped full with the imported goodies from
the Motherland. A big red card was conbpio-
uously posted at the foot of the first landing of
the restaurant, warning male patrons pot to
profane the occasion by thewr g:ream Onlya
single mala attendant, the head waiter, was
allowed in their presence, to wait upon them.
The other attondants wore the Chinese malds
of Mra. Woo Kee, pretty Mra. Linn Kivong On
and Mrs, Lma.hebg.m They were maids of
several sizes and shades of colors, dressed in
short togas with great wide siceves and 'f::i:
ou.li.bluk silk munni hatless and apron
cach having a neat binck cue ned with rib-
bonk, These and the frolicsome children fur-
nished the only life amusements to the guests,

‘When a lady entered the hostess greeted her
by rising and Inp%:g one sleeve over the
other, and gently bowed her whole body two or
threo times and si g. There were present
nearly a dozen these rich Indies. After
matual e:lc‘hunfln of eourtesies, the hostess
ordered tea In tiny little cups in silver sau
Then thefamous “suay " or water smoke,in
long glittering Turkish pipes of white ¢
was by the malds to,-ml:‘ruut. is
is the fashionable smoke of the ladies of China.
It is a mild perfunred species of tobacco.
About 6 o'clock the feast began in the same
styloas the feasts of the men, only that the

nes, of which there are several brands, ware
milder than used by the men, The wines were
dronk in sips, while the ladies partook of the
chow chop ewey, sharksfins, an .{ig&m feat,
ete, It isat this time that the real sociability
of these ladies begins,

Six hours are usually allowed for such din-
ners. All the ladies and their children were
dressed in the height of fashion of 4000 years
ago, like a lot of big and little butterflies
around a spring daisy. Every one wore costly
.Iiumm but the principal ornaments were

et

PROHIBITION IN I0WA,

Sinte Almont Crimeless.

WasHINGTON, February 14.—Mr, Wiison, of
Towa, to-day addressed the Senate in support
of the bill relating to imported liquors, in-
troduced by Mr, Frye on the 215t of December,
1887, reported back adversely from the Ju-
diciary Committee on the 19th of March, 1888,
and then placed on the calendar. The bill
reads: “The oconsent of Congress is hereby
given that the laws of the several States re-
lating to the sale of distilled and fermented

‘| hguors within the limiws of each State, may

npply to such liguors when they have been im-
rted, in the same manner as when they have
manufactured in the United States,"”

Mr. Wilson dwelt nt considerable length on
the beneflcent effect of the anti-saloon law in
Iowa, nuoting the opinlon of Judges as to the
remarkable roduction of orime since the law
had gone into operation. He quoted one of
the Judges as saying in_regard to hig judicial
distriot: “In many of the counties the jail is
almost an unnecessary bullding. In the last
three counties visited there was not an ocen-
le' of the jail.” He spoke of the illiteracy of

owa baving been Lrought down to 103§ per
cent, lowa being thus placed, he said, “at the
head of the eduocational eolumn, not only of
thir country, but of the world.” Such a State
might hope fully to remove the district con-
struction, which alone stood as ooe obstruction
in the way of the rightful exercise of her police

Eonator Wilson Says it Has NMade tin.,rrw“mf

DUTY OF EATING.

An English Writer Clalms That Distaste for
Food lsn Phase of B '
the Appetite—Tho Affectntion of Under
Eating—Fasting Too Long and Then Eat-
ing Too Much n Greas Misinke.
From the London Sandard. |
The Duty of Eating is the moral of a dis-
course which one of onr medieal eotemporaries
addresses this week to the conscience of the
abstemious. It is impossible to dispute the ex-
istencé of the evil at which the physician-
preacher points tio finger of blame. There is
in these days a deplorable lapie from the
healthy standard of rude appetite. “Many
people,” as the writer remarks only too truly,
*do not know what it is to have s keen relish
for food.” Women, it i5 notorious, are the
worst and most persistent offenders. A cup of
tan and a morsel of toast in the morning, a roll
and butter at noon, and the merest affectation
of interest in soup, entree, and joint at dinner,
make up the dietary of many ladies who pre-
tend to fashion and feeling. It is only sweets—
and these not always—that kindle anything
like earncstness and enthusiasm. We hardly

nneded professional admonition to make it |

plain that this shirking of honest fare is un-

wise, The novelty lies in the severity with

which the doetor donsthe gown of the moralist
and prociaims that under eating is wronz
“Without sufficiant food,” we are told,neither
MAN NOr woman can be happy or well,” and as
it is an obyions duty to enjoy life and do one's
share in the worlds work, it follows that we
are under the most solemn obligation to take

an adequate amount of nouorishment. Our
teacher, however, It must be owned, takes up
his parable inst the mlll‘.l.l;? tendency Lo
menger diet in the kindlisst maost helpful
spirit. He will not hear of the doctrine of in-
eradicable depravity. Those who err may
work out their own reformation, and that with-
out the slightest. consciousness of

- ® ="
Can the Appetite be Conxed ?

“Eating is a duty”—granted; but eating, he
goes on to affirm, ought to be a pleasure also,
It lies in every one’'s power tomaster his re
pugnance to the creature comforts of the
table. “The appetite,” it is Jald down with an
artistic disregard for verbal accuracy, “can be
coaxed and trained as well as any other part of
the body." Distaste for food 15 a mere phase
of barbarism. *“The woman who, without be-
ing ill, refuses to-take reasonable meals ison
precisely the same intellectual level as the
savage who refuses to be worried with the dis-
comTort of elothes.’” But what is the sin-
ner to do? How is she to take the fi snognp
the iadder of civillzation? How is sbe, in line,
to learn to est? The answer e
‘Whether she likes it or not, shg must sit down
and emﬁg ber plata, The expert Pladl:u his
reputa that there is no danger in eating a
fair quantity three or four times a day, even
though appetite be wanting an on
b And e meks e oL e

ng no

ant. Seocure “appetizing”’ rood! persevere with
it, and repugnance will befora img convert it
self into liking. There is a fascloating sim-
g}i:lwabonttha plan thac 18 almost lrresisti-

L S D
0ld Maxims Set Aslde.

The counsel tendered will, at any rate, be
most welcome to a large class who do not'par-
ticularly stand in need of a stimulus. Rightly
or wrongly, the bon vivant will interpret the
advice as a sanction to his spontancous tastes,
Hitherto, the opicure and gourmet have en.
Joyed themselves with fear and trembling. The
tags of the moralists and the precepts of she
doctors have all been at the service of the
ascetics, The schoolboy who sees his slim sis-
ter strugpling conscientiously with “a fair
quantity of food three ot four timesa day,”
will feel himself more than ever entitled to
huve agood “stuff " at the pastry cook’s after
he has done his duty by the leg of mutton and
snet pudding at home, The most prudentof
Scotchmen will for once indulge in that for-
bidden dream of bliss—as much haggis as he
would like to have. No donbted the blast that
has been sounded nst the eious i;m'
tice of atarving could mot logically be inter-
preted as an incitement to the agposiu ox-
treme of gluttony. But to those who have im-
bibed the traditional teaching of the doctors
on the subject of meat and drink, the open
dumﬁctshncm to the authority of h
must be demoralizing, “Eat not to live, bus
live to eat,” might be construed to enjoinan
adequaté menu. But how can we possibly get
over the time-honored maxims that we shoald
rise from table hungry: that we should never

eat unless we hive an tite: that d in
is the sure proof, and :gpl.:dumut. m of
L

Hunger the Best Sance.

Physiology 18 not the most graceful of themes,
but it will not, we trust, offend any one's fas-
tidiousness, if wo recall the trite rule that when
the stomach goes wrong the only thing is fo
give it a holulay and let it recruit its lost
energies. It is a revolutionary age, and m
nothing 1s the revolt from prescription more
striking than In this repudiation of the stand-
ing dogmn of the hyglenists of the last generd-
tion. “Stinting,” perhaps, will have s turn
once again. The lay word has to accommodate
itself to the whims of the physicians. Port
wine has been in and out of favor within the
life of many who like to think themselves
young. Alcohol has been commended and
abused; muuﬂhed and vetoed; till as last, the
tient, in mere desperation, is red 1to giv-
g up champagne, if it was his one delight,
and sipping Sootelh whisky, if he bhasa rooted
aversion to spirits. The new dogmna on the
subject of hearty meals is of neutral complex-
ion, On the other band it peremptorily orders
e to eat who would wery much sooner

wst, but on the other, it dircets that the food
shall be made tempting. If only the benevo-
lent physician who Inys down Iaws for us bad
lmmg‘wd the secrét of giving a zest to the pal-
ate, fe would complete his services to feeble
The_bem‘ uuce‘; according to the

humanity.

powers, by which removal she coukl
fally supj crime within her borders.

No action was taken on the bill, which still
rmaing on the calendar.

- TEXNESSEE'S OPINION, T00.

A Partienlar In Which Phlladelphin and

Other Cltles Is Sarpanased by Plusbharg.
From the Nashville, Tenn,, American, ]

Philadelphia is usuully looked upon as the
metropolis of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, but when it comes to publishing live
newspapers, she must turn the throne over to
Pittsburg. THE DispaTcom, of the latter city,
is altogether the best newspaper that reaches
the American’s exchange editor—and this, not
only from the State of Pennsylvania, but from
anywhere, It is about the most carefully edited
paper we know of, and,barring its politics,is the
most aoceptable journal, in every detall, that
we know anything of.

POSTAGE BTAMI' FAMINE,

A Timo Leck Safe in the Baltimore Ofice
Will Net Open.

Bartimonrg, February l4—Baitimore nar-
rowly escaped a famine of postage stamps, as
the combination lock on the stamp safe in the
postoffice rofused to work properly yestarday
morping. Ap expert was at work all last nighe
and ¥ on the safe, but it withstood every
effort to open it. and it is probable that
the front plates of the door will have to be re-
moved, which will take a week's work. Cashier
Nicodemus went to Washington this mornipg
and brought over a suoply of stamps. ?

Pnymnsters te Meet Soon.
WasnixGros, February l4—A reunion of
the paymasters of the army who served during
the War of the Rebellion will be held hero at
the Ebbitt House on March 5. The adidress of
the Beoretary is Colonel Thomas H. Gardner,
No. 1006 F street, northwest, Washington, D, C.

A Polater for Foets.
From the New York Evening Snn.)
A well-known English poet has a mind reador
who sits opposite bim and takes down lus
poems in shorthand as he thinks them,

Ll

AT CHEYENKE.

Young Lochinvar came in from the West

With fringe on Iiis trousers and fur on his vest:
The width of his hat brim could nowliere be beat—
Hig numher ten brogans were chook full of feet;
His girlle was horrent with plstols and thingy,
And be foorished a hapdful of aces on RKings.

I'he falr Marinnn sate wateh ing a star,
When who should turn up but the young Lochin-

var: .

Her puleliritude gave him a pectoral glow

And hehnlp?d up his hoss with stentorian
.t' “' L

And turned on the malden & raplurous grin

And modestly ssked 1f he mightn't step ln,

With v of mind that was marvelous quite,

Mr. William Luebbe, s son of Henry I E
one of the members of the well-khown firm of

hhe B died at the I of his paren
Loring Hil Aniegheny, At 1048 0°cloch lasmione,
Ex«Premier Cotegipe.
HI0 JANEWIO, Febrasry H.—Baron de Cotegipe,

recently Prime Minister of Brazil, s dead.

The fir Marisns replied that he might;
‘80 In through the porsal de young A var
Pre-empted the claim and lesned out the bar;

nugun Justive allowed he wa'n't wholly to

~Ho taxed him ten dollars and costs just the same,
. —~Bugens Field, in the (hicago News

.

Latin Delect : but say ing hnn.
g{ is Incking, what condimens can be found to
be

ARDiIbal abowt Ehx poasttaitty o8 Seriving
ut the L g
the discipling of surfeit to which our contem-
l)crmz lightly invites him. The insipidity of

he dish lies inthe palate that has to taste it.
Where {s the savour to come from If, Instead of
oraving, there be loathing? There is the diffi-
culty, and, with all respoct for the new teach
Ing, we cannot help thinking that conscience,
in such cases, is avery bn.d tumulnl to appetite.

-

Girls and Grandmothers Compared.

Where under-eating isa matter of habit, or
fashion, or affectation, or caprice, the warnivg
given by our cotemparary s one that ought to
lead to better ways It is nof, however, the
quantity eaten, but the manner of eating, that
saddens the heart of the observer of nine-
teenth century civilization. The poor figure
which our girls cut at the dioner table—in
comparison with what thelr grandmothers
were, or, viewed throough the mellowing lapse
of time, are popularly adjudged to hive becn
—israther a symptom than & cause of ill. They
are captions about their food because they are
too often frivilous in their lives. Thay spend
the morning inan armchair, over the Iatest
navel, instead of wooing health and good looks
bg a g;ml long walk, E’I:e} bave got it into
their foolish beads that it is rather an inter-
esting than a disereditable thing to be delieate,
and the resalt is that they got into & way of liv-
ing on a few spoonfuls of soup and a helping
ot souftle padding. Their father, in his way,
leads & life just as little in accordance with thie
dietates of nature. He gets up in time to hur-
ry off (by train, of course) to office: he puts
aside his briefs or his pa to have a hasty
snack, returns to work, dpxﬂ“'ﬁ home In time to
dress for dinner, and devotes to that most
complex and most tedious of functions the
remnant of an appetite which ought to have
“lived and thrived” on reasonably organized
repasts In the earlier l:mlr: ol the day.

- -

The Mistnkes of ~ome People.

The towal covsumption of food in Great
Britain is, probably, far in excess of the re-
quirements of healthy existence; it is the dis-
tribution of it that is faulty. The average cit-
izen fasts too long, and then eats too much and
too quickly. To do him justice,he is gnite con-
sclous of the mistaken arrangement life!
Bot it is not he who made soch nd {ts
usages. He was born into life, and must take
things as they come; and, in spite of all the re-
monstrances of doctors, he will go on doing
what he knows to be hygienically wrong, but
finds on business groundsto be inevitahle
go00 IeRISIl they. Ghie tud, perveriely aad

m 1! ol an ¥ an
obstinatoly trifle ‘31!.!: m sc-ﬂ;:‘ business of
eating, may possibly be atfectad and converted
by the vig ppeal to thoir i In
this case there is i1o fatal bent to stragple with,
Children are unaffectedly devoted to the de-
inil it only re-

lights of li&lum'sml drinkin |
maing for parents and guard while
: them up to the standard of
erons fare and healthy living, to follow
eir example,
Emperers Come High.

From the New York Tribune.)

The annual income of the young German
Emperor i5 estimated at $4,000,000, It is to be
hoped, for thie sake of their own peace of
mind, that when the German peopls contem-
plate these figures they feel moved to exclaim
. philosophically, “Emperors come high, but we
must have them.”

TALK OF THE METROPOLIS.

Merely n Million Invelved.
[NEW YORK BUREAU SPECIALS,]

New Yorx, Fabruary l4—Carmon Parse
and tha Froemasonsof tha Jerusalem Lodge,
Plainfleld, are contesting the will of Mrs. Sarah
Margaret Latimer, who died two weeks ago,
Mrs, Latimer 1eft an estato worth §1,000,000,

thousand dollars were bequeathed to Jerusa-
lem A few months after the execution
of this wilt Mr. Parse advised Mrs. Latimer to
invest $40,000 in a certain copyright. Bhedid it
Mrs, Latimer subsequently became convinced
that Mr, Parse had induced her to make & poor
Investment. She destroyed her old will and
made a new one in which she entirely ignored
Mr. Parsoand the Jerusalem Lodge. Inthe
present eontest Mr. Parse claims that the copy-
right investment was better than Mrs, Latimer
supposed, amd that her arronecus idea of its
value Infinenced hor unduly in the disposition
of hier property. The Jerusalem Lodge takes

the same ground.

Four Murderers to be Tried.

Four indicted murderers were brought to the
bar in Court of General Sesslons to-day. John
Flynn, the youngest prisoner, is 26 years old.
He cut his father in the arm with a penknifs,
and the old man bled to death. John Burkse
stabbed Michael Moore in the stomach at a
cbristening party. Moore died. Daniel Snili-
van kicked Frederick Michael to death during
a politicnl discussion two days before election.
Lizzie Hughes, gray-haired and wrinkled, threw
her roommate, Annie Fox, down a flight of
stone steps, fracturing her skull, Three of the
murderers wiil be tried immediately. The
fourth trial was fixed for next week,

Bt Valentine's Day Played Our.

Aecording to the postal officinls, the memory
of Ht. Valentine was hut little honorad to-day.
8ix fears ago doubls the average daily amount
of mail matter handled in the postoffice on
Bt. Valentine's Day. Extra men were employed
to distribute it. Since then there has been a
big decrease every yoar. The malls were hard-

1y any larger than on other days.

An Insnne Deserted Woman's Aet.

Mrs. Sophie Buck threw her 4-mownibs-old
child out of 8 third-story window, this morn-
ing. The baby landed on & beap of small wood
and scrap iron in the court.  Ita cries brought
the neighbors to its rescue. A slight scalp
wound and a seratch or two on the back were
the child’s only injuries. Mrs. Buck was taken
toan asylum. Her husband's desertion made
her insane,

Found Floating and Frozen.

Early this morning two boatmen found a
yawl drifting across the bay near tho Narrows,
On the bottom of the yawl Iny a coatless and
hatless man, frozen tight in the ice which had
accumuiated in the boat. He was taken ashore
and thawod our. His hamds and feet were
badly frozen. He said ho went on a spree in
Brooklyn last night, but bad no ldea of how he
got into the middle of the bay.

A PLEASANT VARIETY.

Gueats of the Allegheny Commandery
Knlghta Templar Enjoy ir

The third entertainment of the Drill Corps
of the Allegheny Commandery No. 35 Knights
Templar, held at Lafayette Hall last evening,
was a very pleasing success.

The m 1 and literary selections, which
were readered during the evening, made up a
rrngrnmmc that was not onmly artistic, but at
he same time amnslné i entertaining,

While Prof. Byron W. King commanded the
attention of the andiencs with some clever
recitations, Miss Phillips detighted her listeners
lﬂ;“!lnzin; two car‘lml m;ga. Miss Kittie

erton excited un;ttlar ¥ her founy
declamationg, and Mr, (. V., Lewia kept every-
body roa| at his irresistible dialect imita-
tions, and the Misses Marshall charmed their
bearers with a couple of very excellently exe-
euted piano doers.

After the entertainment was over the guests
adjourned to the dining room of the hall, where
avery tempting lunch had been prepared,
which was sueccoeded by dancing, the Greas

estern furnishing music {or the amuse-
ment.

FOR THE DAY NURSERY.

The Ladles Will Give a Dinner and Bazanr
for Tts Benefir,

A number of ladies met in the Eighth Street
Reformed Presbyterian Chureh yesterday and
completed arrangements for a dioner and
bazaar, to be given in Old City Hall on Wash-
ington’s Birthday for the benefit of the Alle-
gheny Dlay Nursery.

The dinner will be given at noon, and in the
evening the bazaa- will gake place. Tnere will
be a chocolataire dri |, and music farnished for
a promenade by Prof. Zitterbart. A number
of booths will be handsomely fitted up and the
nhgu in charge will be attired in pretty cos

es.

Last y\enr the Day Nursery eared for 1,062
children while their mothers went out'to work.

AN AFTERNOON RECEPTION.

Mrs. Thomas Blalr Welcomed to Her Futare
Howme In This City.

The Iadies of the Enst Liberty Valley turned
out yesterdny afternoon to attend the recep-
tion of Mra, Harvey Childs, Jr., of Shadyside,
The gathering was given in honor of Mre
Thomas 8. Blair, nee Miss Emma Parker, of
Chicago.. The Iatter, it will be remembered,
was married J 'y 18 to Th 8, Blair, the
young business man of this cityl

The young couple have just returned from
their wadding teip, and the reception was given
to welcome the bride to her future home on
Western avenue, Allegheny,

A Ball aud a Banquet. -
The members of Pittsburg Council Ne. 117,
Jr. 0. U. A. M., celebrated the eighteenth annl-
versary of the organization of their Counecil, in

Central Turner Hall, Forbes street, last night,
by giving a grand ball and banquet. There
were abont 250 conples in the grand march, and
the entertainment furnished a fow hours of
delightful pleasure to all present.

Thoe Cantata of Judith.

The Cantata of “Judith” was rendered iaat
evening at Masonic Hall, Allegheny, under the
direction of the author and composer, Mr. E,
V. Hoelsche. A large andience was present.

The are for the beneﬂtudf the \’fau
People's Christian e's syndicata

'll‘ba entertainment will repeated this even-
ng. &

Progreasive Euchre Parties,

Mra. W. H. House, of Conter avenue, gave &
progressiva cuchre party yesterday afternoon.
The affair was very pleasant, and continued
from 2 untll 5 o’clock.

Ar. and Mys. James M. Kinney entertained
the Shadyside Fuchra Clnb ut their residence,
on South Hiland avenue, East End, last
evening.

A Children’s Party.

A very pleasant children’s party was given
yesteriay afternoon at the residence of Mr.
Sullivan Johuson, on Western avenne, Alles
gheny. Over 100 invitations were [ssued and
about 80 persons were present Prof. Tony
White entertained the chi with a delight-
ful “Panch and Judy" show.

A Sewickley Enterfalnment,
An entertaninmont was given at the Bewickley
(Opera House, last night, for the benefit of the
Ineal publie schoal library. Some good Joeal

talent participated, with outside performers.
The uﬁaﬂnu was very good.

ODDITIES OF LEGISLATION.

Tue Kansas Legislature has been petitioned
for a iaw authorzing the lynching of horse
thieves, ¥

A MAN In the Indiana proposes
that the State shall investigate the relation of
the groundhog to the weather.

A Wiscoxsix Assemblyman has introduced
» humane bill that cows shall be milked twice
a day except when milked by calves,

Tueg Nebraska Legisiatore has before it
a mensure for the artificial production of rain-
storms hy mearn® of explosives and artillery.

THE Ponnsylvan‘a Legislature is considering
an anti-treating bill; also a Inw to prevent
cigarette smoking by persons under 16 years of
age. .

A BILL before the Nevada Legislature makes
it a misdemeéancr for ahy woman to “wear a
hat atany sheater of greater height than three
inches,"

Tue California Legislature hasevolved a new
word, Itis “diffequibble,” meaning a flank
attack on a main question by eriticising some
minor detail.

bill which forbids under heavy penaltles suy
smployer asking an employe whether or not he
‘belongs to & labor union,

CURIOUS CONDENSATIONS,

—A Massachnsetts ludy boasts of having
made 790 pies during the past year.

—Oue grower in Oviedo, Fla., lost 6,000

- boxes of oranges by dropping during the late
wet spell,

—A bill has been introduced ‘l:‘,t:;
Alabama re bing the st
Enuhbwq'l: mnmom

—In China people in easy circumsiances

buy their coflins long before they need them,
and exhibit them as ornamental pieces ol fur-

—It has been caloulated that not less than

20,000,000 of meteors, each large enoogh to be
visible as a “shooting star,” enter our atmos-
phere daily.

—The Hessian fly is destroying the wheat
crop in Central Illinois. In some places whale

fislds bave been destroyed. The open but
f weather is also aiding in the work of

~—The Paria Aeademy of Science is just
now excited over a plant called Colucasia. This

plant often exhibits a trembling or a vibrating
motion without any apparent caose, and a8
muny as 100 or 120 vibrations have been ob-
soerved in a single minute.

—The Paris Figaro says that the Illus-
frated London News will erect an exact re-

uction of Shak s houss at Strag-
ord-on-Avon for its b narters at the Paris
Exposition this year. The intention is to make
the copy complete in every detail.

—A red-cheeked, rusty-looking old gens
tleman bought a bag of shorts at a Bangor,
Me., store nut long ago, and the new clerk re-
fused to let him take them till he had paid,
He afterward found out that his customer
was an ex-Vice President of the United States,

—This advertisement appeared in a Rome,
Ga., paper: “Wanted—A couple who wi=h to
marry to call on Justice Walter Harris in his
noew office over Hass & Hill's real estate office,
He has received his commission, and is ready
to perform marriage ceremonies as a very low
m"

—A gentleman in Columbus, Ga., has a
razor which has been in constant nse 104 years,
It bears a close resemblance to a broadax, bus
does good service yer, aml may cut many &
whisker before it is finally lald away among the
relios of bygone dsys or used for trimming
corns.

—The other day ai Hampton. Va., Indian
School an eloenti of some power had been
reading and reciting for the entertainment and
instruction of the school. and among other sc-
lections was one moro or less familiar to tha
Indians, After the entsrtainment had elosed
an Indian givl, in all serionsness, asked: “Did
that man read to show how 1t ought to be read,
or how it ought not to be reay®”

—1In the Ponee de Leon Hotel refrizerator,
in St. Augustine, Fla., are 500 bottles of cham-
pagne and other wines which are kept at a tem-
perature alinost to the freezing pommi. Fina
old sherry of the vintage of 1823 aud 1816, and
olidl white and Dom Pedro and numerons other
brands of wines of ¢t age and rare flavor fill
the shelves aro the room. Oue hundred
silver eb gne lors, k the sum of
€15 each, are used in the freeziog of chame-
pagne for guests at dioner.

—The report of Adjutant General Drum
places the numerical strength of the New York
State militia at 153582, the greatest in the
Union. Pennsylvania & second, with 8,351, and
Ohto third, wnth 5827, The fourth lnline is
South Corolina, which has 5306, or only 322 less
than O although the unorganized militia of
the two Htates nre 115,000 and 450,000 respect-
uwl&i Massarhusaties comes next, with 9,164
but the sixth Si?ff might [e:q‘lc Lo SO rnmlﬁm
guessing, as it €T w SUTPASSES
nois bys:'ruw hnmlred.‘ P ttle New Jersey, al-
ways an enthusinstic military State, foilow
having 4,184 organized militia, against the 4.2
of Tiinols, with Chicago to help. The nextis
Californin

—The ing plan proposed by a Ber-
lin inventor, of & simple and inexpensive ele-
vator for privite dwellings in place of the
ordinary stairease, has attracted some atten-
tion as a long-felt desideratum. It s on the
principle of the mmclined rallway, and the
motive power is furnished by the city waser,
which is applied in the cellar; each flight has
its separate chair, so that, for example, one
perion can ascend from the first to the Sacond
story while another is on his way from the
second to the third, or still another is descend-
ing from the lifth to the fourth. The ebair,
being only of the width or the buman body,
requires but little space, and still leaves & [roa
ange for any who wish to walk up or down,

ustead of riding. It is set in mation by asimple
Ermmre upon one of its arms, while diter is
as been used it slides back to the botiom step,
its descent being regulated in such a manner
that the carrying of a passengor is & master of
entire safety. he motive power ix, of course,
more or less expensive, acconding to the cost
of water, this being, it is stated, io Berlin, at
the rate of a little more than one-teath of a
cent only [or each trip.

—Nearly five yenrs sgo the steamship
Germania, of she Lioyd line, departed from
Hague bound for New York., On board were
over 1,00 passengers and a nghly valuable
ecargo, The steamship never reached port. No
tidings of her were ever heard, and although
given up for lost several years ago, the partie-
nlars of her fate were never known. The other
afternoon, while walking along the beach of
Hassler's Haven,” soutbeas: of Melbourns,
Fla, Frank P. Hassler tound u wine bottie
Iving on the sands. It was almost covered with
ku-nmlel and moss, On picking it nphe foand

had been securely corked, Scraping the
slimy moss off the bottle, two pieces of paper
were seen inside. The neck of the bottie was
broken off and the papers withdrawn. One
was a blank bill of lading of the steamer Ger-
mania, Lloyd line, printed in German, The
ather paper was brown wrapping
paper, one sido of w was covered with
writing in German, the characters being almost
flegible, After much trouble the following
translation was made: “The steamship Ger-
mania is an fire and sinking. Gale blowing and
all boats swamped. All hope s gane. Johann
Weinbergg, Stuttgart, Germany, April 17, 1884

CLIPPED BITS OF WIT.

Client (in New York law office some
weeks henece)~1 have now lald the whole case
before you. What action do you advise®

Lawyer Cleveland iabseutiy)—LUan, what is your
opin— (recovering himself ) Sir, | will take the

under advi Call a 1 to-mor-
row,—Chicago Tribune.

Love's Young Dream.—Little girl (a8
school)—What aid the teacher snd you here for?

Little boy—She sald | was bad and must coms
over and sit with the girls.

»1 like yon. Can you stay long?™"

“Guess not, T wasn't very bad, ™

viWell, you be badder noxt tlne. ' —XNew York
Weakiy.

Theory and Practice.—Mistress—Mercy
on me, what s kitehen! Every pot, pan and dish
= dirty, the table looks liken junk shop, and—
why, it will take you a week to get things cleaned
up! What have you been doing?

dervant—sure, mum, the young leddies has lust
heen down here showing me how they roast &
potato st the cooking school.—Nmo Fork Weekiy.

A.—Come, now, old chappie, why so sad?

B.--1 have been unfortunate in love,

A.—low"s that? Say ou.

B. (dolefully}—You e, my first sweethears
dted, the second took the vell, and the third—
(heaves n sigh)— ah!

A.—Well, the third>

B.—~The third became my wife!—Nannigps
Saitiges.

A Clew at Last.—Police Captain—You
are working oan the murder of Greatman, alnf

ou?

y Detective—Yes: been on IE six weeiks.

* Well, 1see by the papers that s (ellow who
lives In the alley around the corner has confessed
that he Is the marderer.””

sty Jinks! Maybes that's s clew. ' —Philadel-
phia Record,

Mr. Brefe Less—Did you read the acvount
of my herole resene of a clilid from under the fesg
of & runaway team?

Miss Edi No, Ithink not,

Mr, Brefe Less—Oh, yes, the pnper liad nesriy o
quarter of & column about I, !u:asled *‘Herplsm
of & Promineat Young Atterner.™

Miss Edith—Why, yes, | saw the headiines, bus
I nover dreamed of it belng you!—lerre Muute
Expreas,

A Horrifying Blunder.—Mra. De Pink—
Oh! ob! ofi! I shall go distracted.

Mr. De Plnk (springing to ber side)—Meraiful
heavens! Whast has happened?

+*Phe waherwomasn hin: wade s mistake and
sont me one of Mrs. Westend's lace hundhor
chiefs.""

Well, what of 12°°

“What of 1 What of I Oh o
Why, Mrs. Westend must have rectived my mis-
erabiy chieap imitation lace handkerchlef, and it
bas my name on 1. *'—Philadelphia Record,

A young gentleman took his sister, & wee
miss, the other day tosee s amily in which he is
n regular caller. The lile girl made berself quite
st hame, and exhibited great fonduess for ope ot
the youny ladles, hugging her hoartily,

sHow very affectionate she s, "' saldg he lady of
the house.

““Yes, Just like her brother,'" respouded the
youny lady, unthinkingly.

Paterfamilias looked up sterniy over his speeta-

blunhed,

cles, the young gentleman and there was
eonsternation In the Mmly eirele,—London
Tiu-Bus. -



